
Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council 
 
Minutes for Regular Meeting – November 9th, 2016 
 
11/9 Meeting called to order at 2 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Robert Liebman          (Chairman) 
James Gmelin 
Harold McCartney 
John Rhodes 
Peter Grunthal (Town Board) 
 
General discussion of Oct minutes, as they were sent too late for everyone to 
examine thoroughly before this meeting. 
 
We discussed presentation to the Town Board of the CACs priorities and objectives, 
and it was the consensus of the group that Jim and Peter would prepare a 
Powerpoint summary of our Oct. work meeting conclusions, circulate it for 
comments and additions, and then Jim would present it at the next Town Board 
meeting.  
 
Agenda Items 
 
Trail Project 
Harry reported the following items regarding the Trail Project” 

1. Ordered Trail Markers and Tree Info Labels were received, and were 
deployed on the Leonard Park and North legs of  Trail #1 by  Ruth Moy, Jim 
G., Mike, John, and Harry on Nov. 8th. The remaining South leg of Trail #1 will 
be marked on Nov. 10th. The Mountain Trail will probably be marked and 
labeled next week. 

2. Trail-head signs have finally been ordered by the town, and will include 
English and Spanish instruction regarding proper use and prohibited 
activities on the trails. 

3. A series of regular Trail Walks have been scheduled fall the Fall and early 
Winter. They will be held on alternate Saturdays beginning November 19th 
John created a draft schedule, and Harry will prepare an info sheet/flyer to 
be distributed to our usual local and on-line outlets. John will also prepare a 
press release for the Examiner and other pubs. 

4. An introductory walk was conducted on Friday, November 1st for a 
management group from NWH/Northwell Health, including NWH President 
Joel Seligman. Harry and Jim led the walk along the Early Settlement Trail, 
and it was very well received with many complements and insightful 
questions. 

5.  An effort has begun to investigate and document the previous site of Welkin 
Hall on Kisco Mountain. This will enhance the historical value of the 



Mountain Trail, and expand our knowledge of this important icon of Mt. Kisco 
History. 
 

NRI 
Jim Nordgren is nearing completion of phase 1 of the NRI. He will present a 
proposed Statement of Work to the Town Manager and Board for the preparation of 
a comprehensive set of recommendations for future actions based on the findings in 
the Inventory. Jim G will follow up. 
 
Wetlands Regulation 
John has received input regarding Ossining’s enhancement of their Wetlands 
regulations through the inclusion of Culvert management. He also attended a 
workshop on Watershed and Water Regulation. The session included sections on 
Culvert Prioritization, Local Water Regulations, Green Infrastructure, and other 
topics relevant to our work.  
 
John committed to prepare a draft of a revised Wetlands Ordinance by the end of 
January.  Input welcomed. 
 
The condition of the 1823 stone bridge and culvert over the Kisco River was also 
discussed. Our Trail Team documented the critical condition of this structure and 
deterioration of the Byram Lake Road bridge and brought this situation to the 
attention of the Town Board and Mgr. The Town Engineer will investigate. 
Additionally, the sign mandating a weight limit for the Byram Lake Road bridge will 
be reinstalled.  
 
There was a brief discussion of the DEC Wetlands Restoration project in Leonard 
park (near basketball court). John talked with the DEC contractor and was informed 
that additional phases of the project have been approved for bank restoration of the 
Park’s Kisco River tributary and drainage treatment of the athletic field. There was 
interest in the timetable and extent of this work, and John will follow up and 
forward info and contacts to CAC members.  
 
Byram Lake 
Continuing the discussion of water and drought related issues, Peter mentioned that 
water from Byram Lake was being drawn beyond the safe level of usage. It was 
suggested that it was important to increase public awareness of the Lake’s situation, 
the drought,  and increased water usage. Harry suggested that some kind of forum 
on the topic would be helpful, and also offered to organize a Historic/Nature Walk of 
Byram Lake.  This met with general approval, and it was suggested that a 
preliminary walk be followed by a public walk, which could be videotaped for 
cablecasting and posting on the Web. 
 
Climate Change 
Bob suggested a sub-committee be formed to specifically address climate change 
issues.  John offered to help with this, specifically as this relates to water issues. 



 
A discussion ensued on ways to increase community involvement- both to increase 
CAC membership and to provide less demanding opportunities for people to help 
address local environmental issues.  
  
Development 
Bob reminded the CAC that the a Public Hearing on the 461 Lexington Wetlands 
Permit has been scheduled by the Planning Board (note: re-sched for 12/13). John 
will attend. The Town Board received CAC’s letter on the subject and has already 
approved the co-easement plan. John will check with Ed to make sure that the same 
letter was forwarded to the PB.  
 
To improve communications between the CAC and PB it was suggested that, in the 
future, any written communication to the PB include a statement that the CAC would 
be happy to meet with the PB on the subject at hand or to address any related 
questions. We also discussed the possibility of meeting informally with the PB chair 
to offer our assistance.  
 
Win Dev   77 South Moger  (see addendum to minutes below for latest info) 
John received revised draft landscape sketch and drainage plan from Win 
Development and forwarded them to other CAC members. Though the drawings 
were very rough with many markups, we were able to discuss some of the key 
issues involved.  
 
The plans represent an improvement over the previous version, and reflect the 
changes discussed during our Oct. meeting with the development team. The 
developer proposes to remove fewer trees on Town land, has significantly reduced 
the impingement on Town land by the parking surface, and has eliminated the storm 
drain planters previously planned for Town land. These will be replaced by 
permeable parking lot surface and sub-surface drainage treatment.  
 
The proposed driveway exit across Town land to Shopper’s Park is also now shown 
as permeable surface. In exchange for the slice of town land required for the parking 
surface and exit driveway, the developer proposes to cede a triangle of somewhat 
lesser size. This would cover a new storm drain, which would extend from a new 
catch basin on S. Moger to the Branch Brook and Wetland. An underdrain is 
proposed to run at 90 deg. to the drain, between the park’s concrete walk and the 
new parking lot. 
 
While the plan is a great improvement over the previous version, we need more 
specific and clearer information in order to provide a proper evaluation. 
 

1. The new storm drain could apparently pass unfiltered, unbuffered storm 
drain water from S. Moger directly into Branch Brook. This raises some 
concerns, as the park and Wetland have until now buffered and filtered at 



least some of the runoff from S. Moger (plus business located across the 
street and Stewart Heights.) 
We would like more detailed info and plan for the drainage plan including 
the inlet and underdrain to be located on Town property. 

          
2. The extent to which existing trees would be disturbed or removed is not  

entirely clear. According to what we can see on the latest sketches, protected 
trees on Town land not directly in the way of the new exit driveway are 
marked for removal. Additionally trees not marked for removal might be 
damaged by installation of the underdrain. The plans for replanting are still 
somewhat vague.  
We would like to have a definitive answer to the issue of proposed tree 
removal and disturbance, and a detailed plan for replanting and restoration 
of trees, shrubs, and turf on both Town land and the new development itself. 
While we appreciate the verbal offer of assistance in Wetland and 
streambank replanting, we would like to see more specifics—either a 
detailed plan or a budgetary commitment to be used to deploy a Town 
approved replanting plan. We would also like to see the promised restoration 
of test excavations completed as soon as possible. 
 

3.   While the proposed exit driveway to Shoppers’ Park provide some traffic 
      flow/safety advantages and 2 extra metered parking spaces for the town, the 
      primary use would be for tenants and clients of the new facility. We are not  
      entirely convinced that these advantages outweigh the loss of  park space, 
      disruption of pedestrian traffic, and removal of seven or more mature trees from 
      Town land in a protected riparian zone. 
 
Note: Each mature tree in a riparian zone transpirates thousands of gallons of water 
per year, significantly reducing flood risk and stream pollution from water runoff. 
 
Please respond to the above questions and provide us with more detailed and 
clearer plans. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:30 p.m., and the next regular 
meeting scheduled for 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov 
 
Addendum Re: Win Development S.Moger 
Further revised plans were received from Win Development, and a meeting was 
held with the Win/Insite team on Nov. 30th at Town Hall. Ed Brancati joined the 
discussions to clarify some issues.  
 
After an explanation of the new drainage plan by Scott Blakely, and discussions of 
other issues, Win agreed to additional modifications and further actions, and the 
CAC approved the revised plans subject to these conditions. A letter confirming 
these recommendations was sent to Insite and to the Town Manager for distribution 
to the Town Board , Planning Board and other officials. This letter is appended: 



 
12/4/16 
To: Scott Blakely 
Insite Engineering 
CC; Ed Brancati, Town Board, Planning Board 
 
Scott, 
Thanks for meeting with the CAC last Wednesday to discuss the updated plans for 
the proposed development at 77 S. Moger Ave, and answering our remaining 
questions about the project.  
 
We appreciate your team’s collaborative approach to this process, and your 
continuing efforts to make the proposal more environmentally friendly. 
 
Here is our summary of the points discussed, and our understanding of the 
conclusions reached during that meeting. 
 
Previously Open Issues: 

3. We were concerned that the new storm drain from South Moger would pass 
unfiltered, unbuffered storm drain water directly into Branch Brook.  
 
We were satisfied, after our discussions on this point, that the proposed 
system would properly filter the runoff, and could even improve the quality 
of the current runoff from S.Moger. A consultation with the Town Manager 
confirmed that the town would be able to perform periodic cleaning of the 
catchment to maintain this filtering process. 
 

4. We were concerned that the installation of the new crossdrain, which would 
provide some significant drainage advantages, might interfere with or 
damage the root systems of some existing trees. 
 
We were satisfied, after examining and discussing the latest plans, that the 
new position of the crossdrain (nearer the walkway) would minimize 
possible root interference. We were further assured by your confirmation 
that special techniques and tools used to avoid root damage during the drain 
installation. 
  

5. We were concerned regarding the  extent to which existing trees on town 
land would be disturbed or removed, and that the shade, cooling, and 
water/flood treatment advantages of these mature trees would only be 
restored after the planned replantings had undergone decades of growth. 
 
After some discussion it was agreed that Win would consult with Brendan 
Murphy (Hudson Wetlands Forester) to determine the best way to preserve: 
A. The mature evergreens not directly in the path of the proposed driveway 

and walkway. 



B. Several hardwoods adjacent to the parking lot railing, including a quad 
Maple. 

6. We were concerned about the lack of specifics regarding replanting plans, 
including the proposed assistance in replanting the Wetland riparian area 
after the Village completes planned bank repairs. 

 
We were mostly very satisfied with the details provided on the new 
replanting plan drawings, and thank you for your team for their generous 
and thoughtful work on this part of the plan.   
 
We requested that you discuss some of the details of the bank/wetlands 
replanting list with Mr. Murphy.  
 
Subsequent to the meeting we went over the list with Jim Nordgren of  Land 
Trust Services, who is working with the CAC on preparation of Mount Kisco’s 
Natural Resources Inventory (NRI.)  
He observed that many of the proposed shrubs and grasses were not native, 
and might better be replaced with equivalent native species such as Panic 
Grass, Phlox, Manarda, Joe Pye Weed, Bearberry (for ground cover),  Orange 
and Purple Milkweed (for pollinators), plus Ironweed and Blue Vervain 
He also observed that non-native Viburnum  Tormentosum/Doublefile 
Viburnum was proposed  for the Buffer Enhancement replanting, and that it 
might be better to substitute a more local variant. 
 

7. We were concerned that the proposed driveway exit and pedestrian 
walkway across Town land to Shopper’s Park would negatively effect 
drainage and require the removal of more than a half-dozen mature trees in 
the flood zone/park area.  
A. We are satisfied the permeable driveway and walkway construction, as 

detailed in the latest plans, would probably have a positive impact on 
drainage in the area.  

B. The revised plans still show two trees to be removed for driveway 
construction, and one for walkway construction on Town land. Three 
more would be removed between the walkway and driveway. 
We are satisfied that the one small Evergreen proposed to be removed for 
walkway construction is in very poor condition, and could be removed. 
We are resigned to the fact that two mature evergreen trees will be 
removed—if the Town Board finds that the driveway should be built (to 
improve traffic flow and safety, and to add street parking spaces.) 

      We request that the developer does not remove the three large evergreen    
      trees between the proposed driveway and walkway. The development   
      team has agreed to consult with Wetlands Forester Murphy to determine  
      the best way to accomplish this. 
 

The plans overall represent a great improvement over the previous version (from a 
conservation perspective), and reflect many of the changes discussed during our 



meeting.  The use of permeable surfaces, substantial improvements in drainage 
infrastructure, reduced need for town land, and the reduction in proposed tree 
removal are most welcome. 
 
All the best, 
John Rhodes 
on behalf of  the Mt. Kisco CAC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


